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“Bathing” — Itis a daily activity for the Japanese. The long history of bathing is evidenced by the fact that
hot springs were already used for medical treatment in the Nara period (710-794). After that, hot bathing
spread from temples to the public in the form of soaking in hot water or steam baths, and sento (public
baths) became very popular in the Edo period (1603-1868). Tenugui were made from cotton which is
highly absorbent and dries quickly, and were used as towels to wipe bodies after bathing, sometimes
called ‘yude’ (hands for hot water) and essentials as bathing tools. In Japan, Kyoto is one of the cities that
still has a bathing culture with many public baths. The exhibition introduces nostalgic tenugui with motifs
reminiscent of bathing and depictions of Showa-period life which cannot be seen today. It also exhibits

works related to “Yudo” (The way of bathing) stated by Kundo Koyama, and items related to public baths.
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https://hosotsuji-ihee-museum.com/
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Instagram hosotsujiihee_museum
X (BTwitter) https:/twitter.com/h_ihee_museum
(@h_ihee_museum)
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